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January 10, 2009
David A. Paterson, Governor
State of New York

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224


Re: Executive clemency application for Richard Taus, 91A1040

To Governor Paterson:


This letter is for your consideration in support of the request for executive clemency by Richard Taus, who is now incarcerated in the state prison at Dannemora, New York, and who has a request pending in your office. I am a former federal agent, airline captain, and navy pilot, who has spent many years uncovering misconduct in government offices. The vast amount of information I have accumulated over many years shows that there is much more to the actions taken to imprison Richard Taus than is obvious. The suspicious sequence of events that were taken against FBI Special Agent shows an attempt to obstruct justice that has had very serious effects on national matters. This relationship is slowly being made available by me through books and other forms of communication.


Mr. Taus was a highly decorated Vietnam helicopter pilot who repeatedly risked his life many times under very dangerous conditions to rescue military personnel under fire. After leaving military service, Mr. Taus worked for a period in undercover work for the CIA and then became an FBI Special Agent in the New York City offices. As an FBI agent, Mr. Taus discovered areas of corrupt activities that his supervisor did not want reported. One area of such illegal activities was a covert CIA operation in the New York City area that involved secret funding and arming of Iraq during the 1980s. He also discovered suspicious activities by his immediate FBI supervisor, Lindley DeVecchio. I write about Mr. Taus’ activities in one of my books.


You obviously know about the murder charges filed against DeVecchio by the Brooklyn district attorney that were suddenly dropped under highly irregular circumstances. That same DeVecchio blocked FBI Special Agent Taus from reporting and investigating major criminal activities. I write about that scenario in another book that is now being updated.
 

After DeVecchio blocked Taus from reporting these crimes, Taus reported them to members of Congress, who routinely ignored the serious charges, apparently notifying Department of Justice officials of Taus’ complaint. FBI-DOJ officials then charged Mr. Taus with misusing a government credit card with a federal crime, and immediately removed him from his FBI duties. That maneuver protected the CIA and high government officials from being exposed for secretly funding and arming Iraq during a critical time in relations between the United States and Iraq.

The misuse of a government-issued credit card was based on Mr. Taus’ purchase of less than $10 in gasoline for his personal auto. Mr. Taus had legally used the government-issued credit card to pay for fuel used during an official undercover operation—as he was authorized to do. Further, the alleged misuse occurred three years earlier, further showing the desperate attempt to fabricate charges and to cover up for high-level misconduct.


Having succeeded in temporarily removing Mr. Taus from office, it was necessary to fabricate more serious charges that would not be thrown out. A Brooklyn district attorney then filed charges against Mr. Taus for allegedly having improper conduct with several teenagers at an athletic club that was set up by the FBI for surveillance purposes. My understanding is that several, or all, of the parents of the young men that charged Mr. Taus with improper sexual relations were also at risk of being charged with minor illegal offenses. If that is correct, it would reflect a common prosecutorial practice used to obtain false testimony against a targeted person. Mr. Taus may, or may not have had, improper relations with young men. I doubt that occurred. However:
· The sequence of events leading up to the charges were highly suspicious and would be standard procedure used in government to discredit a person exposing high-level misconduct. The facts suggest that the two different false charges being made after that Taus sought to perform his duty, exposing criminal activities involving a CIA operation and the conduct of his supervisor, Lindley DeVecchio. 
· Mr. Taus had legally adopted a Vietnam orphan while serving in Vietnam, and appeared thereafter on television programs. If Mr. Taus were inclined to have improper sexual conduct, it would surely have been with the Vietnam orphan that he adopted and lived with. That Vietnam orphan, David Taus, now lives in your jurisdiction and would be available for contact..
    
· I don’t remember the exact length of prison sentence Mr. Taus was given, but I believe it was somewhere around 40 years. He has now spent 18 years in prison, an incredibly long sentence for what would be a relatively minor offense among consenting males. For the sake of argument, if Mr. Taus did have improper sexual conduct with young men, which I doubt occurred, it certainly didn’t justify this outrageously long prison sentence, much longer than given to brutal murderers!  The only reason that this outrageous sentence was inflicted upon this Vietnam hero would be an attempt to protect criminal misconduct and criminal cover-up involving key government officials.

I find it interesting that the Brooklyn prosecutor pushed to have Taus given a long prison sentence, while a subsequent Brooklyn prosecutor recently dropped murder charges against Taus’ former FBI supervisor, Lindley DeVecchio, the person that blocked Taus from performing his important federal duties. By citing an obvious phony reason for dropping the four murder charges against that key FBI supervisor, the prosecutor blocked a key witness, Gregory Scarpa, Jr., from providing testimony, while discrediting the first key witness, Linda Schiro. 


Making the scenario even murkier—or suspicious—after dropping murder charges and allowing a high FBI official get away with murder—the prosecutor praised Gregory Scarpa, Jr, and the previously discredited Linda Schiro, who had firsthand information on the murders involving FBI supervisor, DeVecchio!


But there is more to this sordid scenario. Mr. Scarpa, at great risk to his family, worked as a mole inside an al Qaeda cell headed by Ramzi Yousef, the person who master minded the 1993 bombing of the World Trade Center. Mr. Scarpa obtained valuable from Ramzi Yousef of several planned major terrorist acts against the United States−terrorist acts that did occur. 

Mr. Scarpa’s reports were highly praised by the FBI personnel who worked with him during the months that Scarpa worked as a mole. But high FBI-DOJ officials refused to act on the reports of the planned terrorist attacks. This was necessary to discredit Mr. Scarpa, who was scheduled to testify in several criminal trials that would have proven that DeVecchio was involved with Scarpa’ father (aka “The Killing Machine”) in several murders. That testimony would also involve high FBI and other DOJ officials who knew of the relationship and criminally covered up for it. Of course, as everyone knew, there would be an offset to covering up for the knowledge of the planned terrorist attacks. Just as revealed to Mr. Scarpa, and as relayed to FBI in numerous FBI reports, several thousand people subsequently perished when the expected terrorist attacks occurred. It then became evene more important to discredit and keep in prison both former FBI Special Agent Richard Taus and Gregory Scarpa, Jr.

Local FBI personnel had promised Mr. Scarpa a reduction in sentence for his dangerous role as a mole in the al Qaeda cell.  But high FBI-DOJ officials, recognizing the danger to themselves if either of these men were released from prison, refused to provide a reduction in sentence for Scarpa. The pressure will also be on to deny former FBI agent Richard Taus release from the sham charges and life-long prison sentence. These matters should shock the conscience of anyone in authority who know about them and fail to act.


Eventually these matters will be exposed. However, I would like to have them addressed and resolved in my lifetime. And finally end the injustice to Mr. Taus—and Mr. Scarpa. I am seeking to bring this about with revised editions of my latest book and other actions.  Mr. Taus has a mother that is in the final stages of her life, and who is being cared for by the Vietnam orphan that Mr. Taus adopted years earlier.


With 40 years of heavy investigative experience, starting as a federal agent investing such fraud-related matters as the 1960 crash of a United Airlines DC-8 into Brooklyn (that happened in the program for which I had primary safety responsibility), I am fully aware of the sordid culture that exists in some government offices. Possibly you care to change that.

I would like to be able to write in subsequent book revisions and on my various Internet sites that finally, someone, such as you, the governor of New York, had the courage to address these outrages. It isn’t only the matter of these two men, the country is in dire need for a few more people with the character and courage to address these matters. If you need more information about me, an Internet site
 provides background information.

I therefore respectfully request that you consider immediately commuting the sentence of Mr. Taus, and further, to expunge the conviction from the record. And while you are at it, you might impanel a special out-of-the-system investigative group to investigate the suspicious dropping of charges against a former FBI supervisor charged with participation in the murders of four members of your community.






Sincerely,







Rodney Stich

� FBI, CIA, the Mob, and Treachery.


� That book is Crimes of the FBI-DOJ and the Mafia. That book includes reference to Richard Taus, and is being updated.


� David Taus, 3308 Bertha Drive, Baldwin, New York 11510. Phone: 516-223-2811.


� www.defraudingamerica.com/stich_bio.html.
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